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Interview With Dan Rather of the “CBS Evening News”
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Mr. Rather. First of all, thanks for doing this.
The President. Glad to.

Elian Gonzalez

Mr. Rather. 1 want to talk to you about guns,
gun legislation. But the day’s news is on Elian
Gonzalez. His father is here; the boy’s father
is here. How soon can he expect to see the
child?

The President. Well, first, I think we should
say it's a good thing that he’s here. I'm glad
he’s here. And the Justice Department is work-
ing on that, and I think in a way we’re fortunate
to have an Attorney General who understands
this issue, because Janet Reno was the pros-
ecutor in Dade County for many years. And
they're working on it. I don’t know, I can’t an-
swer with any specifics. But I have confidence
that theyll do the best they can to handle it
in an expeditious and sensitive way.

Mr. Rather. “In an expeditious and sensitive
way.” Mr. President, from almost all other citi-
zens, if the Immigration Service rules, and a
Federal judge backs the ruling, then people will
obey the law. What’s happened here?

The President. Well, I think the people—you
can ask them; they can speak for themselves
better than I do. But they, I think they feel
that they’re not sure that the process was ade-
quate since it occurred in Cuba. I think that’s
basically what’s going on.

And you know, some of the people there are
just against anybody going back to Cuba. But
I think there are a lot of people who have
genuine questions about it. And I think the fact
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that the father has come here and will be in
a position to show his concern for and desire
to be reunited with his son should be a big
help. And as I said, I think the Justice Depart-
ment will do a good job here, and I think Attor-
ney General Reno really understands what’s
going on. And I think well work through it.

Mr. Rather. You have consistently said that
the father speaks for the son. You stand by
that?

The President. Well, that’s the decision that
was made by the INS. They went down and
interviewed the father extensively. And they con-
cluded that based on his previous contacts,
which were regular, with his son, that he was
a fit representative to speak for his son. And
under our law, since Elian Gonzalez is a very
young child, someone must be the designated
person to speak for him. And under our law,
the parent, as long as he is a fit parent, is
that person.

So the INS made the decision that they felt
was appropriate, and the judge ruled that they
had the authority to make it. And now the fam-
ily members in Miami are appealing to the
Court of Appeals and arguing that there ought
to be a more extensive inquiry into his best
interests. That’s the legal position.

But I think that the main thing is that the
Justice Department is handling it and that in
the end the law ought to prevail. And I don’t
think that the young man’s best interests are
served by the rest of us talking about it too
much. I think the Justice Department is going
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